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W elcome to issue 7 of the Christow Community 

Land Trust newsletter in which we report on the  
Annual General Meeting, say goodbye to two of our di-
rectors, and hello and welcome to three new directors.                           

Corony Edwards, CCLT Publicity Officer 

Souvenir village map? 
Our map is still proving popular. In addition to the free 
copies distributed to CCLT members, over 50 copies have 
been sold, mainly through Christow Stores. If you have 
visitors over the summer they might like to buy a copy to 
help them get to know the village and then take home as 
souvenir. Please do suggest it to them! 

The names, email addresses (and phone numbers) of the CCLT Directors and Board members are: 

Corony Edwards  (Chair, Publicity)  coronyedwards@gmail.com  (253059) John Edwards barnebeef@gmail.com  (252331)  
Graham Thompson (Secretary) gdthompson@btinternet.com  (253145) Tim Deane    tim@northwoodfarm.org.uk (252915)  
Tom Archer (Treasurer)        archer.george@sky.com  (253017) Andy Cook   andy@redlandbuilders.com (252405) 
Jo Twelvetrees   Jotwelvetrees@gmail.com   Penny Clapham pentoes@hotmail.com   (253066) 

If you want to opt out of receiving this newsletter, please contact Corony Edwards (email and phone number are below). You can read  
our data protection and privacy policy on our web page on the Parish Council website: www.christowparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Congratulations and welcome to our new directors. From left to 
right, Penny Clapham, Jo Twelvetrees and Andy Cook join the 
Board from July 2019. Names, contact details and Board posi-
tions of all the current directors are listed below. 

Community website 
Immediately following the AGM Corony Edwards put for-
ward a proposal for the CCLT to sponsor the creation of a 
community website for the Teign Valley. This would pro-
vide a one-stop-shop ‘gateway’ to other sites, and could 
include other information such as an updateable, online 
‘What’s on’ diary for local events.  

The members present engaged in a thorough discussion  
with a range of views expressed on the potential content 
and the idea as a whole. The conclusion was that we 
should take the idea forward and explore the proposal 
with groups such as Unity and Christow Parish Council to 
avoid any unintended adverse impact on their work.  

Annual General Meeting 2019 
The 2019 CCLT AGM took place at 7.30 pm on Thursday 
11th July after being postponed from May to give us 
more time to organise the election of new directors—the 
first time we have had to do so, having received four 
nominations for three vacant positions.  

Penny Clapham, Andy Cook and Jo Twelvetrees were 
elected at a well-attended meeting (over two dozen peo-
ple, nearly a quarter of our membership) with eight proxy 
votes having been submitted in advance of the meeting. 

Accounts were approved, the outgoing Chairman’s annu-
al report was received, and tea and biscuits were con-
sumed. A formal version of the minutes will be circulated 
by email. You’ll find the transcript of the Chairman’s re-
port on page 2 of this newsletter. 

Wood Lane footpath 
Soon the bird-nesting season will be over and we’ll be 
able to start work on the Steep Fields footpath off Wood 
Lane. This time next year we’ll be able to enjoy the walk 
and some new views of Christow. Thank you to those 
who have volunteered to help with the work—we’ll be in 
touch when we are ready to start. 

AGM Special! 

Vote of thanks 
Tim Deane concluded the AGM with a vote of thanks to 
Briony Falch and Tony Cook who are stepping down as 
CCLT directors. In 2008 Briony suggested what became 
the Stafford Close scheme to TDC and DNP and was a 
founder member of the Trust. Tony, as publicity director 
during the crucial consultation, planning and construction 
stages, also played a vital role.  More recently, as Vice-
chair and Chair of the Board, they have taken the work of 
the CCLT forward into its next phase, so on behalf of all 
CCLT members, a huge thank you to both. 



Spending it wisely 
Each year the CCLT receives just under £3,000 in ground rent from Teign Housing for the land at Stafford Close. 
Some of this money has to be set aside to pay tax, insurance, legal fees etc. In addition, around £500 a year is 
saved to build up a reserve fund for any future large project. The balance of around £2,000 is available to use for 
the benefit of the community, defined in the CCLT rules as ‘the Parish of Christow and its environs’.  The AGM 
offers an opportunity for the directors to consult members on how they think these funds should be spent.  This 
year we discussed the pros and cons of funding projects such as the Village Map versus grants such as those previ-
ously awarded to Christow School for the purchase of sports kits, the Tennis Club, to set up junior tennis coaching 
sessions, and the History Group to help pay for architects’ fees. While the final decisions remain with the direc-
tors, the advice of the members present was that up to 50% of the available funds could be used for grants with 
the remainder for projects (the Wood Lane path, for example). A request was made for clear grant funding criteria 
to be drawn up and for the process to be transparent. The Board will be working on a grant application process 
and criteria in the near future. When these are ready we will put out a call for grant applications via Unity, a future 
edition of this newsletter, and by other appropriate means. 

Chairman’s annual report 
This is my final report as your Chair and I am pleased to state that our Community Land Trust is in good health and 
is now positioned to benefit the community for many decades to come. 

Membership has risen considerably this year. We set ourselves a target of 100 members by year end and we now 
have 120 members. One of the reasons for this has been our offer of a free village map for members – thus saving 
£2 on the sale price! We will continue to offer this excellent deal and we hope to sign up a good few more people 
in the months to come. It is important that the CLT draws ideas and opinions from as wide a selection of Christow 
Parishioners and those from further afield as possible. It states in our constitution that we are established to: 

Maintain or improve the physical, social and economic infrastructure within the Parish of Christow and its environs, 
advance education (particularly concerning asset based community development and enterprises with a communi-
ty or environmental focus); and provide an opportunity for public-spirited people and organisations to contribute 
financially to the community, with the expectation of a social dividend, rather than personal financial reward.  

Examples of the ways in which the society may carry out its objects may include: 

• Providing housing for those in need and help to improve housing standards; 

• Creating training and employment opportunities by the provision of workspace, buildings or land; 

• Developing new or existing services to the local community that contribute to the local economy. 

That leaves us with a wide remit with which to use the £2,900 we receive each year in ground rent. It is not solely 
for the benefit of Stafford Close – or Christow – but for the benefit of our village AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

To that effect this year we have completed our village map – and many thanks are due to Tim Deane for the huge 
amount of work he did on this project. I think it’s been widely welcomed. 

We continue to work towards our new footpath around Wood Lane and we hope that work will begin on that 
once the birds have finished nesting this September; we aim to have it open for Spring 2020. 

The Woodland Burial site has not moved on so well but if we can find a suitable piece of ground for it then we will 
proceed with that venture. 

The suggestion of a boules court has been dropped. It was not universally popular at the last AGM and we did not 
feel that there was sufficient support for it for us to spend a considerable sum on it. 

Now we have a new proposition before us this evening for a Teign Valley website. That is open for discussion and 
we’ll see how that goes. 

Of course there is always a balance to be reached between new ventures and support for existing organisations in 
the form of grants. In the first year of having this money it was distributed as grants. Last year was reserved for 
new projects after discussion at the AGM. We would like to have a debate this year as to how our funds for next 
year should be spent without tying the hands of directors. An indication of how people feel would be welcome. 

Let me close by thanking you all for the support given to us since the inception of the Christow Community Land 
Trust. Of course the crowning achievement was and probably always will be the building of Stafford Close. I 
stepped up from my role as a Director in charge of publicity and took over the Chair from Pamela Woods after that 
time. It has been a pleasure to work with my fellow Directors and I hope that the CLT is becoming an established 
part of village life and is finding its feet in the post house-building stage of its existence.        Tony Cook July 2019 


