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Christow Community Land Trust 

Members’ Newsletter 

W elcome to issue 11 of the Christow Community 

Land Trust newsletter in which we report on the  
recent Annual General Meeting and give you the latest 
news on the proposed extension to Stafford Close. 

Corony Edwards and Tim Deane 

If you want to opt out of receiving this newsletter, please contact Corony Edwards (email and phone number are below). You can read  
our data protection and privacy policy on our web page on our website www.teignvalley.org/cclt  

Congratulations and welcome to our new director Andrew 
Wise. As a resident of Stafford Close, Andy will be able to 
make an invaluable contribution to the consultations on the 

Welcome Letter and Community Website 
It can often take time to settle into a new community 
and, in these strange times, it may be more challenging 
than ever. The CCLT, Christow Parish Council, the Church 
and Acorn Community Support have come together to 
make welcome anyone moving into the village by way of 
calling round with a small welcome pack. This consists of 
a letter highlighting websites and phone numbers of use-
ful contacts, a copy of Unity and a free map of the vil-
lage. The only bit we haven’t worked out is how to know 
when someone new moves in! That’s where you come in 
so, if you find you have a new neighbour, please let me 
know and I’ll pop round with the pack. My number is 
01647 252802.  Maggie Bonnell 

The www.teignvalley.org website, set up in response to 
needs raised by the pandemic, has been redesigned and 
revitalised as part of the Welcome Letter project – the 
work jointly funded by Christow Parish Council, commu-
nity hall and CCLT. Conceived as a community website 
giving access to all sorts of local information and as a 
means of welcoming new residents, it is an easy-to-use 
resource for all things related to Christow and the Teign 
Valley.  It is also now home to the CCLT web page 
www.teignvalley.org/cclt with links to the new Archers’ 
Walk videos on the Projects page www.teignvalley.org/
cclt-projects 

Annual General Meeting 2021 
On Thursday 16th September the CCLT’s AGM took place 
in straightened Covid circumstances for the second year 
running. Fortunately, enough members attended for the 
necessary business to be carried out, and for some 
worthwhile discussion on the new housing project and on 
the CCLT’s work in general. Andy Wise was elected and 
welcomed to the board. His experience as a Stafford 
Close resident will give the rest of us valuable insight into 
the reality of being a tenant of Teign Housing. The AGM is 
the main opportunity for the CCLT’s membership to meet 
together and we hope that by next year circumstances 
will allow for a more expansive gathering.  

You’ll find the transcript of the Chairman’s report on 
page 3 of this newsletter. 

New Development at Stafford Close 

Christow Community Land Trust, the Parish Council, 
Teignbridge District Council and Teign Housing (the hous-
ing association) have now all agreed a Heads of Terms 
document for the development of the remaining district 
council land, below the play park and to the north of 
Stafford Close. This is not a legally binding document, but 
it is a formal agreement to work together within defined 
parameters to provide 6 to 8 much needed affordable 
one or two bedroom rental homes for people with a local 
connection. It allows that in due course, and following 
the pattern of the original Stafford Close development,  

Continued on page 2 

AGM Special! 

The names, email addresses (and phone numbers) of the CCLT Directors and Board members are: 

Corony Edwards  (Chair)  coronyedwards@gmail.com  (253059) Jo Twelvetrees  Jo12trees@gmail.com   (253373) 

Maggie Bonnell (Secretary) maggie_bonnell@hotmail.com (252802) Tim Deane    tim@northwoodfarm.org.uk (252915)  
Penny Clapham (Treasurer) pentoes@hotmail.com  (253066) Andy Cook   andy@redlandbuilders.com (252405) 
Andrew Wise andy.wise07@gmail.com 

http://www.teignvalley.org/cclt
http://www.teignvalley.org
http://www.teignvalley.org/cclt
http://www.teignvalley.org/cclt-projects
http://www.teignvalley.org/cclt-projects
mailto:andy.wise07@gmail.com
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New Development at Stafford Close 

continued from page 1 

TDC will sell the freehold to CCLT (for £1). The CCLT will then grant Teign Housing a lease of 125 years and will 

in return receive a ground rent of around £200 p.a. per home, to be put to community use. 

Beyond making its land available Teignbridge District Council is fully engaged in its role as enabler. It is funding 

the services of an experienced consultant (who worked with CCLT on the Stafford Close development) to pro-

vide the technical support and advice that the board will undoubtedly need. To cover the further expenses of 

conveyancing and legal advice without needing to utilise its reserves, the Trust is applying to the district coun-

cil for a grant from the Community Housing Fund. TDC has agreed in principle that this grant will be available.  

Teign Housing will fund the feasibility work on the project and the cost of preparing and making a planning 

application. It will also raise the necessary development finance in the form of grants and loans. The CCLT’s 

approval will be required for the appointment of the project’s architects, as well as for the submission of the 

planning application. Teign Housing will reserve a place in its development programme to ensure that the 

homes are complete by the end of 2023, subject to delays outside its control. It is intended that the homes will 

be built to a very high level of energy efficiency, but without the additional expense and complexity of obtain-

ing Passivhaus accreditation. Teign Housing hopes to set social rents if sufficient subsidy can be obtained, oth-

erwise the rents will be affordable (80% of the market rate). 

The CCLT has already organised an information display about the new housing proposals at the Christow Com-

munity Day on August 21st and a drop-in Q&A session in the Teign Valley Community Hall on September 9th. 

The drop-in session was a well-attended evening with some lively conversations around the display boards. 

We were grateful for the presence of Mary Ridgway, TDC housing enablement officer, and Colin Pike of Teign 

Housing who fielded questions and took note of comments. 

Prior to a planning application being submitted, CCLT and Teign Housing  will arrange at least one further drop-

in session for the community to give their views on the proposals. All developments cause some disruption to 

those who live close by, and may impact on the wider community by way of demands on infrastructure. The 

drop-in sessions will allow people to voice any concerns and seek assurances that these matters will be fully 

considered as part of the design and planning approval process.  

The Parish has already shown its agreement in principle with such a development through the housing needs 

survey in the early part of this year, but the Land Trust is well aware of the importance of keeping parishioners 

properly informed throughout the project’s progress. Additionally the trust is alive to the fact that a new de-

velopment of social housing will satisfy some of the needs indicated by the housing survey but that those for 

part-equity and down-sizing homes will remain. At present it is not possible to report any progress in this area, 

but any opportunities that  arise will be pursued. Any concerns or comments that CCLT members or other pa-

rishioners have can be brought to the attention of the CCLT board by contacting any of its members. Our con-

tact details are at the bottom of page 1 of this newsletter. 
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Chairman’s Annual Report 

I am pleased to report that during the past year our Community Land Trust has continued to deliver on its objec-

tive to improve the physical, social and economic infrastructure within Christow and the surrounding area in 

spite of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the various restrictions this has placed on our lives.  

Like most groups we moved to online Zoom meetings for most of the period so it is very good to be able to meet 

face to face again at this AGM. 

I’ve divided my report into three main themes this year: people, money and projects. 

First, people: I’d like to welcome Sam Henderson to his first AGM with us. Sam was co-opted in April 2021 to fill a 

vacancy on the board. As a co-opted member he is today standing for election as a full member of the board. He 

has already proved to be a very valuable member of the team with far better knowledge of housing development 

and planning policy than any of the rest of us so I do hope you will give him your support. [Editor’s note: this re-

port was prepared in advance of the AGM and Sam did not stand for election as expected.} 

I should also at this point report Graham Thompson’s resignation in April this year and thank Graham for his 

many years of service as a director of the CCLT. Thanks are also due to Andy Cook for stepping in to take over the 

duties of Membership Secretary from Graham.  

In case you don’t know who else does what on the board, Tim Deane is our Minutes Secretary and Vice-chair, 

Maggie Bonnell is Company Secretary, Penny Clapham is our Treasurer and Jo Twelvetrees is our remaining 

board member.  

Jo, Andy and Penny are standing for re-election today and we have one candidate, Andrew Wise, standing for the 

remaining vacancy so we hope to start the new business year with a full quota of eight directors. 

Last but not least, our membership has increased slightly since last year and we now have 140 shareholder mem-

bers. We think it’s important that we have a good number of members who can vote at the AGM and who we 

can keep updated through our newsletter because this gives our work a strong mandate. Do please encourage 

others to join and let’s see if we can reach 200 by our next AGM. 

Now onto money and related matters. As our Treasurer’s report shows, our finances are in good health and we 

are grateful to Penny for taking over the preparation of our annual accounts and tax return which will save us 

£200 a year in accountant’s fees. Penny has also completed the important job of updating our records with the 

Financial Conduct Authority so we can be confident that we are conducting our business in an orderly and legal 

manner. 

We have awarded three community grants  this year, totalling £1,300: Teign Valley Museum and Archive Trust 

received £500 to support their digital archive project, Christow School had £600 for a new shed for the school 

vegetable garden and £200 has been allocated for the redesign of the Teignvalley.org website which has spaces 

for new CCLT pages, Teign Valley Community Hall pages, and a welcome message and useful information for 

newcomers and visitors. TVCH and the Parish Council have also contributed £200 each to this work. 

This brings me to projects. If you visited our stand at the recent community celebration day you’ll already know 

that we have been busy juggling a number of initiatives. 

The ‘Welcome Letter’ project was led by Maggie, who worked with representatives from the Parish Council, 

Acorn Community Support and the church to produce a short welcome letter to print and post through the let-

terbox of newcomers to the parish. Please let Maggie know if you have new neighbours and we’ll get a letter to 

them. The letter directs people to the website, which I have been co-ordinating, and which we hope will prove to 

be a useful one-stop-shop reference site for everyone, not just newcomers.  

Since our last AGM, we have made finishing touches to the Archers’ Walk footpath project: the steepest section 

has been regraded to even out the slope and remove the need for a handrail and we commissioned a mini-series  
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Chairman’s Annual Report 

Continued from page 3 

of three short video films with accounts of the history, habitats and birds to be found on the site. This used up 

the last of the Dartmoor National Park funding that we were awarded for the project. The videos are hosted on 

the DNPA YouTube channel and the links will be sent out in the next edition of the newsletter. [See below. Ed.] 

Climate and environment: this project has been progressing slowly but we hope it will gather pace soon. On the 

suggestion of Sam we are planning a survey of land use in the Teign Valley indicating historic, current and poten-

tial features and uses. Sam has DEFRA permission to access their land-use data and a license from the Ordnance 

Survey so that the data can be mapped. Local farmers, ecologists and the History Group have all shown an inter-

est. The intention is to create an evidence-base to help us, as a community, to initiate further projects and make 

good use of the new, more environmentally-focussed agricultural support and other schemes designed to ad-

dress the climate and environmental emergencies. 

And finally, as you know, in late 2020 we commissioned a housing needs survey in partnership with the Parish 

Council which revealed a need for 14 new affordable homes in Christow (50:50 rental and shared ownership) as 

well as 5 or so manageable homes for older residents. Teign Housing are keen to develop a handful of rental 

homes on the remaining small plot of council land below the play parks but they have no interest in the further 

affordable and down-sizing homes. We are therefore exploring the possibility of a separate project with a differ-

ent developer to satisfy the remaining housing needs and are meeting regularly to take this forward. Meanwhile, 

we will be working closely with Teign Housing and others to represent the interests of the community through-

out the ‘Stafford Close extension’ project and it is likely that we will take ownership of the land from TDC as we 

did with Stafford Close. We’ll be keeping the community updated through Unity magazine and Parish Council 

updates. [The article on pages 1 and 2 of this newsletter gives an updated account. Ed.] 

Let me close by thanking all of my fellow Directors and you, the members, for your support over the last year 

and reminding you that you don’t need to be a board member to be involved in a project. We’d love to hear 

from you. 

Archers’ Walk Videos 

When we applied to Dartmoor National Park Au-

thority for funding to create Archers’ Walk we in-

cluded an amount for information boards. Advice 

from local experts suggested this was not such a 

good idea, however – boards fade, get tatty and 

have limited space on them. Instead, we have 

used the money to make three short videos on the 

subjects of History, Habitat and Birds. These were 

filmed and produced by Nathan Bushell, a Chris-

tow-based freelance journalist, and  are presented 

by Tom Archer, Fiona Freshney and Elliott Fairs. 

Photo: Philip Arthur 

You can view the videos on the DNPA YouTube channel. Go to YouTube.com and search for Archers Walk, or 

type the following URLs into your browser: 

tinyurl.com/ArchersHistory                       tinyurl.com/ArchersHabitat                     tinyurl.com/ArchersBirds 

Alternatively you can find links to them on the new CCLT Projects page on the Teignvalley.org website. 

https://tinyurl.com/ArchersHistory
https://tinyurl.com/ArchersHabitat
https://tinyurl.com/ArchersBirds
https://www.teignvalley.org/

